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Press Release
MHADA Pune Board Launch of 20,000 Tree Plantation Drive at MHADA's RAY
Nagar Project Site in Solapur District

Tree plantation conducted by MHADA Vice President and CEO Mr. Sanjeev Jaiswal

Mumbai, July 19, 2025 — Under the Van Mahotsav initiative, the Pune Housing and Area
Development Board of the Maharashtra Housing and Area Development Authority (MHADA) has
launched a campaign to plant 2 lakh trees. As part of this initiative, 20,000 trees were planted today at
the RAY Nagar project premises in Kumbhari, Solapur district. The plantation was formally
inaugurated by Mr. Sanjeev Jaiswal (IAS), Vice President and Chief Executive Officer of MHADA.

Approximately 20,000 native species of trees, aged 2—3 years, are being planted at this location.
The selected land for the plantation has been secured with fencing, and bamboo guards are being used
to protect the saplings. This area is also home to the largest housing project under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban) in the state, which includes 30,000 homes. Of these, 15,000 homes have
already been handed over to beneficiaries by Hon. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.
Demonstrating social responsibility and a commitment to environmental conservation, MHADA has
taken up this ambitious initiative to plant two lakh (200,000) trees across the state under the Van
Mahotsav program. As part of this effort, around 20,000 local species of trees are being planted in the
Re Nagar housing area being developed for unorganized workers in Solapur. The goal of the
campaign is to create a green zone for future generations, maintain ecological balance, and promote
sustainable development. The plantation area has been secured and protective measures have been
taken to ensure the trees’ safety.

During the event, Mr. Sanjeev Jaiswal, Vice President and CEO of MHADA reviewed the

progress of the ongoing projects. He emphasized creating employment opportunities for the relocated
beneficiaries. In this regard, meetings were held with the Garment Mill Association, Bidi Unit
Association, and Papad Factory Association. A plan is in place to generate employment for
approximately 15,000 people at the local level, with the actual implementation of these projects
expected to begin by the end of December. Solapur District Collector Kumar Aashirwad also attended
the meeting via video conference and has taken responsibility for coordinating these efforts.
As part of the Van Mahotsav celebrations, MHADA Pune Board also planted 1,200 trees at the
Rashtretej Atal Housing Project site in Dahitane (within Solapur city limits). Under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), 1,200 homes have been built at this site, and soon, the keys will be
handed over to beneficiaries by the Hon. Chief Minister. Mr. Jaiswal assured that additional amenities
will be provided at this location, including a health center, e-library, anganwadi (childcare center),
community hall, solar-powered street lights, children's play equipment, and an open gym.

The event was attended by local MLA Mr. Vijay Deshmukh; Mr. Milind Shambharkar, Chief
Officer of Mumbai Building Repairs and Reconstruction Board; Mr. Rahul Sakore , Chief Officer of
Pune Board; Mr. Sunil Nanavare, Chief Engineer; Mr. Ajaysingh Pawar, Finance Controller; Mr.
Umesh Wagh, Joint Chief Officer of Mumbai Building Repairs and Reconstruction Board; Mrs.
Vandana Suryawanshi, Joint Chief Officer of Mumbai Board; Mrs. Revati Gaikar, Chief Officer of

Konkan Board; and Mr. Anil Ankalgi, Deputy Chief Engineer, Mr. Vaibhav Kedare, Executive

Engineer among others.
i

(Vaishali Gadpale)
Chief Public Relations Officer, MHADA
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